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Ff. OU have pleas’d me fo well 
in your Explication of thofe 
hard Names, the Solemn 
LEAGUE and COVENANT, 
and the ABJURAT ION OATH, given us to 
chew upon, by the Long- Parliament, at our 
laft Meeting, that I cannot but requeft you to 
make good your Promife upon thofe Heads, 
now, that our former Difcourfe may be en- 
tire and unbroken, and the better preferved in 
Memory. 

Earneft. I infer from thence, that if the 
PRESBYTERIAN had eftablith'd himfelf, he 
had proved the moft horrible Tyrant that ever 
was upon God’s Earth, as to Soul, Body, or 
Eftare. In lieu of Twenty Six Bifhops, we 
fhould have had Nine Thoufand and odd Popes, 
who would have deliver’d us cver to Satan, as 
the Humour Jed them, and puzzled us with 
their Pareckial, Comgregaticnal, and National 
Claffes. But I cannot wonder enough that the 
Houfe of Commons in thofe Days, fhould bu- 
fie themfelves fo much, and undertake to frame 
and impofe New Oars, when by the Laws of 
the Land they had not Power enough to ad- 
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minifter an O/d Oath to the meaneft Subject 
And, as for that Covenant, what could be 
more oppofite to their former Oath? For, 
therein they cffer'd their Souls to preferve that 
Religion which was Eftablif’d by the Laws of 
England, and they equally bound them- 
felves to conferve that which was Eftablifl’d by 
the Laws of Scotland. 

Fe. Such Mock: Patriots as thefe, may be 
faid to have offer’d up Sacrifice to Ged for their 
Security to Satan. 

Earneft. True—But to go on; Tho’ thofe 
Demiegogs or Pepwlar Dagons, that were {0 for- 
ward to conftrain all other of their Fellow 
Subjects to take and fwallow down any Oaths, 
yet Two Parts of Three, among themfelves, 
us I have been often told, did not take them. 

Fef. But Sir, now that you have let me in- 
to the Knowledge of cheir Carriage in Spiritual 
Things, how did they comport themfelves in 
Civil Matters, after they had Monopolized al: 
Power and Authority into their own Hancs by 
the 4d of Continuance, or a Perpetual Parlia~ 
ment? Since I have heard a Tale of Archy the 
King’s Jeiter in thofe Days, who be 





whether the Rng ad well in paffing that Bill 2 
Artfwer'd, That be knew mot wherber bis Majefy 
was the greater Fool to grant st, or | 
greater Knaves to ask it. aS See 
Earneft. "Twas well, he perfonated a Fool 
thar faid it. Buc the faying of dae chen Bad of 
Durfet is more remarkable, who Saluced the 
King, the next Morning, with the Style and 
Title of Fellow Subject, m Regard, that by that 
Grant he had Transferred Crown, Sword, 
and Scepter to the Parliament; for at that 
Time England might have been faid to have 
had more than Four Hundred and odd Kings ; 
Thus much, to be out of Debt with you 
for your Story. In the next Place to give 
a direct Anfwer to your Queftion, I muft tell 
you, that touching that Monftrous Act, the 
foundeft Lawyers were of Opinion, that it was 
of no Valid.cy, but ipfo faéfo void, in regard, 
that what Grants or Conceffions foever the 
King makes, are fuppofed in the ftric& Letter 
of the Law, always to be made, with thefe 
Provifo's, Salvo Fure Regis: Salvo Fure Corona. 
Now it was impoflible that any Grant could 
poflibly intrench more upon the Right of the 
King, or the Crown, than that Extravagant 
AG of Continuance, therefore it was null in its 
own Nature ; nay, as fome affirmed, the very 
Propofal of it was Treafon in a high Degree. 
Thus having hook’d the Power into their own 
Hands, they ftrain’d it up to the moft exalted 
Pitch, that could be. They made themfelves 
Landlords of al] the Three Kingdoms, and had 
it in their Common Practice to take any Man’s 
Houfe over his Head, and to make Ufe of it 
for what Service they pleas'd. They meddled 
with every Thing fo far, that fcarce a Church- 
Warden, or Veftry-Man could be made with- 
our them, and would have a Hand in making 
Common-Council-Men, Conftables, and Sca- 
vingers. 

Fe. Methinks, this Condefcenfion of theirs 

. wasfomewhat derogatory to the Exercife of 
Supreme Power, which they had then wreft- 
ed from their Sovereign: For great Councils 
fhould not defcend to petty Objedts, but with 
theirhigh Authority fhould enlarge their Souls 
with more extenfive Confiderations, 

Earneft. 1 could produce many Inftances, 
how they undervalued themfelves, in depre- 
cating their Character, but let this one fuffice. 
It happened, one Day, that a Company of Ram. 
pant Wenches, who went under the Name of 




































Maids or Holy Sifters, came with a Remon- 

ince to thew their Affections to the Houfe, 
by one Mrs. Anne Stagg, who was to 
it a8tbe Mouth of the Refit. Hereupon 
Moasber was voted to attend Mrs. 


Ame with their Thanks to her and the reft 
of the Maidens for their good Affections to the 
Parliament. &c 


. Had they been in Pofleffion of asmuch 
Loyalty as Humility, the Kings Affairs would 
have put on a becer Countenance. This puts 
mein Mind of fome Verfés in the Prologue to 
Mr. Dryden’s Don Segaftian, wherein the Poet 
exprefles himfelf thus, concerning Senators of 
a much firefher Date. 


You've feen young Ladies at the Senate Door 
Prefer Petitions, and your Grace implore ; 
However grave the Legiflators were 

Their Caufe went ne'er the worfe for being fair. 


Earnef?t. To be more ferious with you.---- As 
to Civil Matters, whereof you gave a Touch 
before; There was nothing {o common, in thofe 
Times, as 2 Charge without an Accufir, a Sen~ 
rence without a ‘fudge, and Condemnation with- 
out Hearing. How many were outed and ejeét- 
ed from their Free-bulds, Liberty, ard Lively- 
hood before any Examination, much lefsCon- 
viction ? Howmany Appeals were made from 
folemn Tribunals of Juftice to inferior Com- 
mittees ? How common a Thing was it tq make 
an Order of theirs to controul and fufpend the 
very fundamental Laws of the Land? — 

Fe. Thanks to Heaven, and our wife Lc 
giflacors. We have thofe at the Helm now, 
that put us even out of a Poffibiliry of being 
in this Unhappy Condition. 

Earnef?. That is not to be doubted. But to 
keep us out of the like Condition is to have 
before our Eyes, and that always the Mifchiefs 
that have befallen us, 

Seft. Strike them deep into Men’s Minds, 
and fet them forth after fuch a Manner, that 
even I may be ferious. 

Earne(t. How fad wasthe Condition of thefe 
difcompofed, dilacerated Nations! What clan~ 
cular Actings of Satan’s Matchiavels who cared 
not to fet a whole World on Fire, meerly 
to roaft their own Eggsby, and buildto them- 

felves Monuments of the Church’s Ruins ! 
How daring the Infolences and Attempts of un- 
ftable Minds, actuated by the various and dai- 
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Servanes fet in great Dignity, and the Rich fit- 
ting in low Places, Perfons of mean Extracti- 
on leaving their Cotages, and dwelling in 
King’s Palaces, while Sovereignty was forc’d 
to take up the Lodgings of a Crow. Beggars 
lifted from the Dunghill tothe Throne, whilft 
Majefty was juftléd off, and not allowed the 
Liberty of a Subject. — 

Feft. Thefe are Stories too moving not to be 
lamented, and eternally hadin Remembrance, 

way of Example. 
air The doleful Earthquakes, and Con- 
cuffions in Church and State, the wild pernici- 
ous Opinions and horrid Practices among us, 
feem'das if the Scene of the Ten Tribes was 
tranflated intothefe Nations, when our Land 
was water'd with Blood, and the People were 
as the Fewel of Fire, noMan /paring bis Lrother , 
when War was proclaim’d in our Gates, when 
our Cornets were turned into Fifes, our Dances 
into Marches and Counter-Marche:, Our Ban- 
quets into Want of Bread; Our Livery ~Gowns in- 
to Buff-Coats, Our Suits of Golden Rayments in- 
to glittering Armour, Our Beavers into Helmets, 
and Infallibility infpired with the Sound of the 
Trumpet; the Pride of the Cupboard, and the 
Fingers Glory, into Soldiers Sallaries; and the 
Price of Blood: Our Walking Staves into Hal- 
berts, our Girdles into Belts, and our Caffocks 
into Coats of Mail: Our Stately Structures into 
Garrifons, Our Dawelling- Houfes into Prifons, our 
Temples into Stables, Takes, Places of Stench and 
Filthine{s ; the Abomination of Defolation ftand- 
ing inthe Holy-Place, and the Houfe of Prayer 
a Den of Thieves. os 

Fe. O moft accurfed Fanaticifm! Are fuch 
as tread their Steps fit to be tolerated ? 

Earneft. When our Pruning Hooks were bea- 
ten into Spears, and our Plough Shares into 
Swords, fharpen’d not among the Philiftines, but 
even in the Mount of Sion, which always 
makes them cut the keeneft ;"When defacing 
Gods Image was but Battering down a pained 
Pidure, opening the Conduits of Life, to gufh 
forth till the laft Drop, was deem’d as Mirsh, 
Wounds were accounted Feats of Attivity, Blood 
their Cordial, crying Groans their A4ujfick, ghaft- 








ly Faces their Lasking-Glofes and dead Carca¢ 

Quis talia fando— temperat a Lacrymis? 
Neit ran can relate thefé Occurences, nor 
I hear them with dry Eyes. Yet go on, fince 
the deeper Impreilion firch Villanies make, the 
mare they will be detefted. 

Earneft: When the Noife of Drums. and 
Trumpets deafned our Ears to the Cries and 
Groans of oppreffed Sufferers; and regal Laws 
gave Place to private Ones: When fate down 
to Meat we fufpected che Intrufion of armed, 
uninvited Guefts, and our next Nights Lodging 
to be in Prifom, or out of our Leds: When we 
were rather Stewards than O2ners of our Eftates, 
and had more of the Trouble, than Advantage ot 
their Management : When we ftrove to fup- 
plant, furprize, deftroy our neareft Friend, or 
Kinfman, and our Blood was poured out as 
Duft, and our Fleth as the Dung, and Widows 
increas'd as the Sands of the Sea; when Mem- 
bers of the fame Body carried themfelves, as 
if of a ditferent World. When they who once 
lay in one another’s Bofom, could hardly en- 
dure to Sit in the fame Seat; when Faith 
was made fubfervient.to extinguifh Love, Cha- 
rity was banifhed to fetch home Truth, and 
Coals were taken from the Altar to fet the 
Temple it felf on Fire: When Thoufands 
were made Naked to keep the Swrplice off 
from a few Men’s Backs: When pulling down 
Churches was in Practice out of mere Difplea- 
{ure at the Windows: When our minute Dif- 
ferences became Quarrels ; and Difputes raifed 
about a Pin, or Nail of the Temple thook and 
endanger’d the whole Fabrick: When the 
Laws were trampled upon for the Prefervation 
of Right, Fuftice violated for its own Security : 
Oaths broken for the Confervation of Faith, 
the People oppretled for their Wellfare, the Na~ 
tion enthrall’d for its Liberty, and forced to 
maintain Tyranny for its Freedom. When 
Chriftian Religion at once was violated and de. 
famed, by not having her Precepts only bro- 
ken, but her felf afpers’d with the vile Cone 
fequences of that Difobedience, which was 
brought in to abet Seditious Practices: When 
Men could fay Grace over the fowlefi Crimes, 
and Confécrate them to the U of a good 
Cau,e : When they that fhould have been doing 
God’s Work, were hiding the Babylonifh Gar- 
ment ; and initead of driving Nails into God’s 
‘Temple to faften it, were driving Wedges of 
Gold 


Gold into their own Coffers: When neither the 
Command of God, the Authority of. Laws, 
the Love of Peace, the Fear of War, the Sa- 
cred Unétion, Royal Crown, nor Scepter it felf, 
could awe the bloody infolent Sword, or fe- 
cure and defend the Sovereign's Head: When 
Men judged of the Fuftice by the Succefs of 
their Attempts, and that their Caufe was ap- 
proved of God becaufe Pro/perous: When our 
War was both a Sin and a Judgment, and the 
Kingdoms Security was pleadedin Bar of that 
of the King, and his Authority was made ufe 
of for the vileft Indignities againft his Perfor: 
When the Sovereign was accufed before his 
Subjetis, Majefty it {elf arraigned of Treafon, 
and barbaroufly flain, that they might Seize up- 
on bis Inberitance. Let a Curtain there be 
drawn over our Sorrows, a Veil over our 
Shame. Then, ah! then, did the Breath of our 
Noftrils defcend into the Duft, and the Glory, 


Peace and Safety of the Nation pafs from us with 
the Lord’s Anointed. How then did all Loyal 
Hearis throb and tremble? How did all Faces gas 
ther Blacknefs, that were not fteeled with Rebel- 
lion and Impudence ? How did the whole Land 
fic as a Widow, ‘defolate and forfaken? So that 
our very Victories were Tragical, our Tri- 
umphs Mournful, and the Cenquerors with the 
Conquered, had Caufe to fit down in Tears: 
So that we were become a Derifion to our 
Neighbouring Nations, a By-word among the 
Heathens, a Terror to our Selves. 

Fe. Enough, enough ; You have fhewn 
what this Generation of Vipers has done when 
in Power, and made it plainly appear from the 
Confequences of fuch pernicious Principles 
that thofe who cultivate them, ought to be 
difcountenanc’d rather than encourag’d with 
Hopes of Lording, over our Heritage again. 
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